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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF JOHN WOOD, PIONEER 
By A. J. Smith, Editor Hobart Gazette. Read) at the Dedication of a Marker, 
August 16, 1924, at Deepriver, Indiana 


JOHN WOOD 


John Wood, the hero of this sketch, 
and the personage whom we, as mem- 
bers of the Lake County Old Settlers’ 
and Historical Association, have as- 
sembled here today to pay due respect 
to his memory and a tribute to his 
achievements, was one of the early 
pioneers of Lake county, Indiana, and 
probably was the second white marr 
to take up a claim in what is now 
known as Ross township, and to fur- 
ther civilization in this part of the 
state of Indiana. The history of his 
coming to this particular uninhabit- 
ed community, save by the Red man, 
is possibly not unlike or strikingly 
different from that of many other 
easterners, except as a_ difference 
measured in miles. The subject of this 
sketch was reared in a community 
rich in revolutionary history and 
Jearning, and developed well in sci- 
ence, art and literature, yet he longed 
for the better. He desired to invade 
the “unknown”, and there develop 
and work out a broader plane of 
freedom and usefulness for himself 
and his family, without fully realiz- 
ing that by so doing he would be a 
most striking figure in years to come 
in the development and _ civilization 
of the territory or commonwealth 
that only a few years prior to his 
coming had become the great state 
of Indiana. Had Horace Grteley’s ad- 
vice, “Go west, young man, and grow 
up with the country”, been said at 
that time, Mr. Wood might have been 
inspired thereby; but his principal] 
inclination was for freedom—that 
‘freedom which phantoms some _ to 
success and happiness, others to fail- 
ure and degradation. With Mr. Wood 
the beckoning was with the purest 
motive and the truest ideal. 

Mr. Wood was of sturdy English 
stock, whose progenitors date to a 
landing in America in 1632, or pos- 
sibly in 1629. He was born in Mas- 
sachusetts on Oct. 28, 1800, and was 


the son of Moses and Sara (Barker) 
Wood, the former being born May 25, 
1748, and the latter July 14, 1756. His 
father died when he was quite young, 
and his mother placed him with a 
friend of the family, where he re- 
mained five years, when he learned 
the tanner’s trade and _ started in 
business for himself. 


On Nov. 16, 1824, he was married to 
Hannah E. Pattee, and to them were 
born eight children: Nathan, born 
Aug. 24, 1825; Augustus, May 26, 
1828; Abbie M., June 24, 1830; John 
W., Dec. 18, 1832; George, March 10, 
1835; John W., March 13, 1838; Mary, 
March 22, 1840, and Oliver S., April 
15, 1842. The children all married, 
and they and their wives all are now. 
deceased, except Mrs. Mary Vincent, 
daughter, and Mrs. Charity Wood, 
widow of Oliver, both of Gary, and 
Mrs, Jane Wood, widow of George, 
who lives at Deepriver, who are privi- 
leged to be with us today. 

His good wife. Hannah Pattee 
Wood, was born in Salem, N. H., Oct. 
13, 1802, died Sept. 27, 1873, at Deep- 
river. She was a daughter of Elipha- 
let Pattee, a son of Seth Pattee, a 
revolutionary war officer. She is de- 
scribed by one of her daughters-in- 
Jaw as being “the sweetest woman, 
always doing good turns for people, 2 
real peacemaker, and to her is due 


“@redit for no saloons being allowed in 


the village while her family was 
growing up. She was a good wife and 
mother, truly loved by all”. She was 
a Unitarian in religious belief. 

Before speaking of Mr. Wood’s ad- 
vent to this particular spot where we 
are now assembled, it might be best 
to remind ourselves and recall to 
memory that in 1828, by treaty, the 
United States government acquired 
from the Pottawatomie Indians a strip 
of land ten miles in width along Lake 
Michigan, in Indiana, and was the 
first land purchased from the Indians 
in what is now Lake county. By treaty 
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in 1832, the remainder of the county 
was acquired, and in fact all that the 
Pottawatomies owned in the state. In 
1834 U. S. surveyors laid out the land 
in Lake county in sections, range and 
township lines having been previous- 
Jy run according to the scheme con- 
ceived by Col. Mansfield in 1804. To 
this wild, unsettled section came 
John Wood in 1835, alone. It was still 
the home of the Red man and the fur 
trader. He was accompanied as far as 
Michigan City, a trading post, by a 
cousin, one John Barker, who con- 
cluded to stay there and locate a 
foundry, later becoming the princi- 
pal owner of the car works, while Mr. 
Wood pressed onward in search of a 
mill site, and found the ideal spot 
at this place. The stream was wide 
. and deep, and later became known as 
Deep river, which has its souree 
near Crown Point and its mouth near 
Liverpool, being navigable in those 
early days as far as this spot. After 
building a log cabin onthe east side of 
the river in the fall of 1835, he went 
to Laporte to enter his claim, which 
was in December of that year. The 
price. was $200. He then went back 
east to get his family, consisting of 
his wife and five children. As near as 
is known, the family went as far as 
possible by rail, then by the Erie 


canal to Buffalo, and then by wagon. 


on the old DetroitChicago road to 
Michigan City, leaving there on July 
4, 1836, for the new mill site. It ap- 
pears that during the absence of Mr. 
Wood, Gen. Tipton of Fort Wayne, a 
U. S. senator, had laid a “float” upon 
this particular claim in the name of 
an Indian, Quash-ma. The land, as a 
mill site, was not properly subject to 
an Indian “float”, but Mr. Wood de- 
sired this particular tract of land, and 
.dnstead of paying $200.he paid. $1,000, 
and secured the Indian’s deed and sig- 
nature. 

Mr. Wood erected a saw mill in 
1837, and the following year built a 
grist mill, the first in Lake and Por- 
ter counties. The grist mill did a 
large amount of grinding, and was 
patronized by settlers coming many 
miles. At length it became a fine 
flouring mill, operated for many years 


by Nathan Wood, the eldest son. 

Soon after the Wood family came to 
the new home of their adoption, John 
W., a lad of only four summers, sick- 
ened and died, and was laid to rest 
on a sightly knoll, known thereafter 
as the Wood’s family burial place at 
Deepriver. It seems quite certain that 
this burial was the first of a white 
person in a recognized burying 
ground in Lake county. 

Mr. Wood served on the first grand 
jury convened in Lake county, follow- 
ing the first term of the Lake county 
circuit court, held in October, 1857, 
Judge Samuel C. Sample presiding. At 
the regular session of the legislature 
in February, 1843, John Wood was ap- 
pointed one of the viewers to locate a 
state road, running from Porter coun- 
ty through Deepriver westward and 
northwesterly towards Chicago, and 
this road as laid out with his assist- 
ance is supposed to be in part or in 
whole the present Lincoln Highway 
passing through Lake county. 

As the years passed, Mr. Wood rear- 
ed his family, and several of his sons 
became active in business affairs at 
Deepriver. Nathan Wood became the 
miller, and operated the mill until 
his retirement. Augustus Wood be- 
came a merchant, and for thirty years 
operated a store at Deepriver. George 
Wood became a tiller of the soil, and 
lived his life upon the farm a few 
stones’ throw from where we are 
here assembled. Oliver S. Wood be- 
came a prominent physician, and 
practiced his profession many years 
in Valparaiso. John W. Wood, like his 
brother, Augustus, also became a 


merchant, and located at Valparaiso. 


Mary married Dr. A. A. Vincent, 
who became the village doctor and, 
druggist. 

George and Oliver served in the 


JICivil. War.as Union soldiers. 


The log cabin that first domiciled 
this pioneer family soon became too 
small, and he erected more substan- 
tial buildings on the west side of the 
river, but reserved a two-acre tract of 
land west of the mill, which he dedi- 
cated as a public commons, and is 
still kept as such. Around this com- 
mons were built the dwellings, the 
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store, a blacksmith shop and a shoe 
shop. It was not long until others 
joined the “family circle’, and the 
community numbered fourteen fam- 
ilies. 

Mr. Wood cid not give all his atten- 
tion to the community so truly his 
creation. When Liverpool was propos- 
ed as the county seat of Lake county 
he invested in a number of lots, and 
Jater purchased a tract of unimprov- 
ed land in the north part of the pres- 
ent city of Hobart, which he subdi- 
vided into a number of lots. This 
subdivision bears his name. 


The Masonic record of this distin- 
guished pioneer was honorable and 
worthy of notation. It will soon be 190 
years since he was admitted to mem- 
bership in this ancient and modern 
fraternity. A certificate, on parch- 
ment, signed by the grund master and 
the grand secretary of the grand 
lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of 
the state of Massachusetts, states that 
he was admitted to the third degree, 
the sublime degree of a Master Mason, 
in Jordan Lodge of that jurisdiction, 
on Sept. 8, 1824, where he held his 
membership until he assisted in the 
organization of the first Masonie 
Lodge in Porter county, and was 4a 
charter member of this first lodge, 
No. 49, which was organized in 1840 
or 1841, but soon surrendered its 
eharter for “lack of money and a room 
in which to meet”, according to his- 
tory. 

In 1850 he was a charter member of 
Porter Lodge, No. 137, organized in 
Valparaiso. 

In 1853 he was a charter member of 
Lake Lodge, No. 157, organized at 
Crown Point, being the first Masonic 
Lodge in Lake county. 

In 1866 he was a charter member 
at the organization ef M. L. McClel- 
land Lodge, No. 357, at Wheeler, Por- 
ter county, which was moved to Ho- 
bart the following year, retaining his 
membership until death, in 1883 sum- 
moned him to the celestial lodge be- 
yond. He was faithfulin attendance at 
meetings and filled different stations. 
At his passing, in 1883, he was honor- 
ed with a Masonic burial. 


Mr. Wood was reared a Universal- 
ist, but was liberal in his religious 
belief, and for some years attended a 
community church at Wheeler, but 
when the Unitarian church was cr- 
ganized in Hobart, on Oct. 26, 1874, 
he was a charter member of that or- 
ganization, and throughout the _ reé- 
mainder of his years he and his fam- 
ily were faithful in attendance. 

The evening of his days was spent 
in quietness, in peace and happiness 


- in the village he had founded, among 


members of his family, as he fully 
desired, and when, on Dec. 1, 1883, 
the curtain of death fell over this 
happy home, it rounded out a life well 
spent and one worthy of the tribute 
now being paid to his memory by over 
one hundred and forty living descend- 
ants (seventy being Lake county res- 
idents at this time), and by the Lake 
County Old Settlers’ and Historical 
Association, Aug. 16, 1924. 
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Many Old Settlers at Reunion 


Hobart (Ind.) Gazette, Aug. 22, 1924: 

Over 300 from all sections of Lake 
county attended the annual meeting 
last Saturday at Deepriver of the Old 
Settlers’ and Historical Association. 
The occasion was also the annual re- 
union of the Wood Clan, and 88 were 
present. The association met this year 
at Deepriver to pay a fitting tribute 
to John Wood, the first settler at 
that particular place, and dedicate a 
marker to his memory. The marker 
consists of a huge bowlder, weighing 
two tons, brought from the Douglas 
Maxwell farm, and set upon a con- 
erete foundation in the central part 
of the commons set apart for the pub- 
lic use by this first settler soon after 
his coming to that place in 1835. On 
the sloping face of the bowlder is im- 
bedded a bronze tablet containing the 
following inscription: 


1800—John Wood—1883 
1802—Hannah Pattee Wood—1873 
From Danver, Mass. 
Entered claim and built log cabin, 
1835. 

Brought family in 1836. 
Erected first grist mill in Lake county 
1838. 

Set aside this commons and planted 
elms 
Advocated and _ practiced honesty, 
morality, temperance, liberal 
religion and industry. 
Charter member of Masonic Lodges in 
Valparaiso, Crown Point and 
Wheeler. 

Reared their family, died here, buried 
in cemetery established by 

them in 1836. 
Erected by descendants in 1924. 


Perhaps this bowlder, that is cen- 
turies old, will stand for -centuries 
-more and reveal te future ages some 
of the achievements of this early pio- 
neer. The marker was furnished and 
prepared by the Wood family. 

The afternoon was given over to 
the regular business session and pro- 
gram, A. W. Stommel of Dyer presid- 
ing as president. Miss Olive Wood of 
Deepriver welcomed the Association, 


A. J. Smith of Hobart gave the histor- 
ical sketch of John Wood, pioneer, 
Frank A. Pattee of Crown Point de- 
livered the dedicatory address and 
Chas. Clark of Hammond led in the 
community singing. A splendid talk 
was also given by J. W. Lester of Ga- 
ry, the historian for the Association. 
Mrs. Mary Vincent, daughter of John 
Wood, the pioneer, removed the cover- 
ing from the marker at its dedica- 
tion. 

There were present five families of 
four generations each, two beings 
Wood families. Numerous _ prizes 
were awarded. One went to a Mrs. 
Phillips, aged 92; one to John Brown, 
aged 84, being born in Lake county 
in 1840. He was also the oldest Union 
soldier present. The Association will 
meet next. year at Lowell and dedi- 
cate a marker to the Halstead fam- 
ily. It was agreed to meet the follow- 
ing year at the old mouth of the Lit- 
tle Calumet river, now the new park 
at Miller, and there dedicate a mark- 
er to Father Marquette and La Salle, 
the former landing at that point in 
1675. The officers selected for the en- 
suing year are: 3 

President—A. J. Smith, Hobart. 

Vice-President—Albert Foster of 
Lowell. 

Secretary—Mrs. E. H. Leary, Ham- 
mond. 

Treasurer 
Cedar Lake. 

The annual dues of the Associa- 
tion are 50 cents, and can be sent to 
Mrs. E. H. Leary, 141 Logan street, 
Hammond. 

At the meeting last Saturday the 
Willing Workers of the Christian 
church in Deepriver served lunch and 
refreshments, and were liberally 
patronized. 

At the business session of the Wood 
Clan, following the Old Settlers’ pro- 
grain, the following were selected as 
officers for the ensuing year: 

President—Bert Wood, Valparaiso. 


Mrs. 


LeGrand Merer, 


Vice-President—Mrs. Mary “Wood, 
Hobart. 
Sec.-Treas.—Miss Dorothy Wood, 
Hobart. 


The Wood reunion next year will be 
held in Gary’s new park. 
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